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PRELUDE: ORGAN/CLAVINOVA  

[*] REQUESTS YOUR RISING IF  

COMFORTABLE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP BY OUR  

CHURCH BELL 

     GREETINGS 

     

THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DAY:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to the Gospel 

 

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we 

gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from 

the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the 

women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! (LBW 128) 
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*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10) 

 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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*INVOCATION (WOV p. 28) 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*KYRIE (WOV p. 28) 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE (WOV p. 29) 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY (WOV p. 30) 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us 

die every day to sin, so that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 

 

A reading from Acts. 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary 

of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, 

death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name. 

34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 

Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 

after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both 

in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about 

him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

READER The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 

On this day the LORD has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24) 

 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good; 

  his mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2 Let Israel | now proclaim, 

  “His mercy en- | dures forever.” 

 14 The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and he has become | my salvation. 

 15 There is a sound of exulta- | tion and victory 

  in the tents | of the righteous: 

 16 “The right hand of the | LORD has triumphed! 

  The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the | LORD has triumphed!” 

 17 I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD.  

 18 The LORD has pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but he did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19 Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them; I will offer thanks | to the LORD. 

 20 “This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  he who is right- | eous may enter.” 

 21 I will give thanks to you, for you | answered me 

  and have become | my salvation.  

 22 The same stone which the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23 This is | the LORD’s doing, 

  and it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 24 On this day the | LORD has acted; 

  we will rejoice and be | glad in it.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in 

Christ to a world that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil 

and the establishment of God’s victorious rule over all. 

19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 

died. 21 For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also 

come through a human being; 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 
23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to 

Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after 

he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he 

has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 

READER The word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (WOV p. 31) 
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*GOSPEL: Luke 24:1-12 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to 

the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and 

angelic visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the amazing news of 

resurrection. 

1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the 

spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but 

when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were perplexed about this, 

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5 The women were terrified and 

bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 

living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while 

he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 

crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and 

returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was 

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them 

who told this to the apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did 

not believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw 

the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORD SPEAKS: ‘THE LAST ENEMY’ 
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HYMN OF THE DAY The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done (LBW 135) 
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*CREED (WOV p. 32) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 
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*THE PRAYERS 

 

P God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

P Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the 

good news of Christ’s resurrection. Bless mission developers and new ministries 

(local examples may be named), that their work plant seeds that flourish. God of 

grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and 

mountains with life-giving rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in 

all that grows this season. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring 

new hope for peace and reconciliation in places of war and strife (places or 

situations may be named). Raise up leaders who are steadfast in their commitment 

to justice and transformation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or 

food, and those whose housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who 

are fearful, ill, or grieving (especially). God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at 

work in the world and our community (communities and neighborhoods may be 

named). Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people beyond our walls. 

God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Trusting in the promises of the resurrection, we remember with thanksgiving our 

beloved dead. Sustain us with a living hope until we are reunited with them and all 

the saints at the heavenly banquet. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always 

with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C Amen. 
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*PEACE (WOV p. 34) 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us share God’s peace with one another.  

 

 

 

 

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS (WOV p. 34) 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER (WOV p. 35) 

 

P Let us pray. 

P Blessed are you, 

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*DIALOGUE (WOV p. 36) 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE (WOV p. 36) 

 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But chiefly we are 

bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover 

Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and 

by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 

all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with 

angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

 

*SANCTUS (WOV p. 36) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 37) 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen 
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*LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 39) 

 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN (WOV p. 39) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION (WOV p. 39) 

 

P The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen 
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COMMUNION HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together (LBW 212) 
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COMMUNION HYMN Come, Let Us Eat (LBW 214) 

 

**PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 214 IN THE GREEN HYMNAL** 

 

 

 

 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (WOV p. 40) 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C Amen 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (WOV p. 41) 

 

P Let us pray. 

P Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 

abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 

now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

 

*BENEDICITON (WOV p. 27) 

 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above ye heav'nly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Amen  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P          Go in Peace. Serve the Lord.              

C         Thanks be to God.      
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~ ST. PETER HAPPENINGS ~ 
 

April 20th – Communion Sunday 
  Easter Service @ 10am 
  NO CONFIRMATION 
April 26th – 8am Spring Cleaning 
April 27th – Non-Communion Sunday 
  Pound Sale @ 3pm 

Would you like to be part of a 

committee to pick out parking 

lot lanterns? The council feels 

we should repair / replace 

them now while we are 

updating the island trees & lot. 

Contact Alice if interested.  

~ Strength & Healing Concerns~ 

 

*PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS* 

 

Pam Rabe  Judy Livingston Pat Janssen Bill Juraco Phyllis Fischer 

Lyle & Mary Lou Nannen Judy Wyss Virginia Mahan Pat Geltmaker  

Richard Sathoff Ray Hammerich Cyndi Benson   Carl Satterlee  

Dave Kroepel  Linda Meyer  Debra Watkins Grant Blaza 

Doug Rabe  Alice Lopez  Derek Cruit  Heather Hayden 

Lisa Pate  Marsha Shafer  Greg Strickfaden Marie Haage 

Greg Sewell  Linda Hollenback 

 

And All Soldiers Serving Our Country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*THIS WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENTS* 

 

Welcome in the name of Jesus Christ. Thank you for coming! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ THANK YOU ~ 

 

MUSIC:  Alice Lopez 

READER:  Colleen Juraco 

GREETER:  GENTS’ 

COMM. ASSTS: Bobbie Dean 

   Mike Rabe  

   Colleen Juraco 

There will be a church 

spring cleanup day 

Saturday, April 26. Many 

hands make light work. 

WELCA ladies are in need 

of sheets & fabric for 

quilting. Any size or type, 

we can even use flannel as 

batting. Thank you! 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

April 20, 2025 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY 

Memory and Hope 

Of all the Sundays for Jesus to be absent from the gospel story! How can he be missing 

on Easter? Go figure. 

Since Jesus is nowhere to be found, the women who go to the tomb have no evidence of 

the resurrection but only the testimony of two mysterious figures: “Why do you look for 

the living among the dead? He is not here but has risen. Remember how he told you, 

while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 

crucified, and on the third day rise again” (Luke 24:5-7). 

And they remembered. 

The women’s memory is more than simple recall. Their sudden recollection of Jesus’ 

prophecy implies a deeper level of comprehension. And with new insight into the 

bewildering events they have witnessed comes a stirring of hope for what is to come. 

The Akan people of Ghana in West Africa give us the wisdom of sankofa, the principle 

that by reaching back, we may move forward. The sankofa proverb teaches, “It is not 

taboo to go back and fetch what you forgot.” We face the future by grasping the past. 

That is a good way to describe Christians’ confession of faith. We are all like the women 

at the tomb on Easter morning. We have no evidence of the resurrection, but only the 

testimony we have received from others, all the storytellers and saints throughout the 

generations. Recalling their witness, we proclaim the Easter promise again today. 

Memory and hope go hand in hand. 

So remember, beloved. Remember: where even two or three of you are gathered, the 

living Christ will be there with you. Remember: blessed are you who weep now, for you 

will laugh. Remember: if Christ has gone to prepare a place for you, he will come again 

and take you to himself, so that where he is, there you may be also. 
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